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According to a study publicized July 15, Brazil's indigenous population numbers 200,000. When
Christopher Columbus arrived in the Americas in 1492, an estimated 5 million people inhabited the
territory later to become Brazil. The study was prepared by an Indian association in Mato Grosso do
Sul state. The association said 35,000 native Indians in the state were living in precarious conditions.
Many of their number have been driven off ancestral lands by farmers to become unskilled laborers
in cities and in agriculture. (Basic data from AFP, 07/15/90)
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